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The definitive career guide for grad students, adjuncts, post-docs and anyone else eager to get

tenure or turn their Ph.D. Â into their ideal job Â  Each year tens of thousands of students will, after

years of hard work and enormous amounts of money, earn their Ph.D. And each year only a small

percentage of them will land a job that justifies and rewards their investment. For every comfortably

tenured professor or well-paid former academic, there are countless underpaid and overworked

adjuncts, and many more who simply give up in frustration. Â  Those who do make it share an

important asset that separates them from the pack: they have a plan. They understand exactly what

they need to do to set themselves up for success. Â They know what really moves the needle in

academic job searches, how to avoid the all-too-common mistakes that sink so many of their peers,

and how to decide when to point their Ph.D. toward other, non-academic options. Â  Karen Kelsky

has made it her mission to help readers join the select few who get the most out of their Ph.D. As a

former tenured professor and department head who oversaw numerous academic job searches,

she knows from experience exactly what gets an academic applicant a job. And as the creator of

the popular and widely respected advice site The Professor is In, she has helped countless

Ph.D.â€™s turn themselves into stronger applicants and land their dream careers. Â  Now, for the

first time ever, Karen has poured all her best advice into a single handy guide that addresses the

most important issues facing any Ph.D., including: Â  -When, where, and what to publish -Writing a

foolproof grant application -Cultivating references and crafting the perfect CV -Acing the job talk and

campus interview -Avoiding the adjunct trap -Making the leap to nonacademic work, when the time

is right Â  The Professor Is In addresses all of these issues, and many more.
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If you are a graduate student, considering graduate school, a faculty member, academic support,

academic administration, or human; you need to read this book. The American academy is broken. I

say this as one of the lucky few with a tenure track job. A system of graduate education was created

in a time with circumstances that no longer exist. As Karen Kelsky explains in the opening chapters,

the path to secure employment via a doctoral degree is a rocky one with a very uncertain outcome.

For those that choose to pursue it, this book (and Kelsky's blog and social media profiles) provides

a frank, honest, and accurate description of what it takes to get something out of the doctoral

experience.Highlights:- The scope of this book could have been problematic. Yet somehow Kelsky

pulled it off: covering what it takes to get a tenure track job, the job market process, and throws in

some additional material on grants and leaving the academy.- The job market process chapters are

incredibly detail oriented and this is a very good thing. The academic job interview is unlike anything

anyone has experienced before. I'm certain this book will make interviews less scary.- Some of the

chapters are elaborations on Kelsky's blog posts (some of which may not be available online

anymore), but this is the minority of the content in the book. Moreover, the overarching themes and

lessons of the book make the material useful, even to those that had read the blog post previously.-

Kelsky is telling the ugly truth about the reality of the job market process. Yet, unlike many academic

pundits, she also gives proven strategies for dealing with reality. We would all like things to be

better, but until then, we have to work within the system. Kelsey gives you ways to do that.

I'm an avid reader of Kelsky's blog and purchased this book fairly certain of what it would contain,

My high expectations were certainly met. While the book did not contain much information that was

"startlingly new," its breadth and depth earn the book its place on my bookshelf. I'm certainly happy

to have all of this information in one place so that I can share chapters with colleagues, friends, and

students.Kelsky has written a book designed to empower PhD students who are facing a bleak

academic job market. She doesn't guarantee that her readers will earn a "coveted" tenure-track

position by reading the book - nor is that her goal. Her mission is to help PhDs get a job, be it

academia, alt-ac, or non-ac; and she does this by detailing what job candidates need to know about

academia. The readers of her blog or columns in The Chronicle will not be surprised by this goal,

nor should they be. Kelsky is an avowed advocate for PhD students and recent graduates who are



struggling on the market because they need more guidance.The book is written for all academic

fields, but Kelsky also calls attention to some of the dire conditions in the humanities, and how that

may affect PhD candidates and job seekers.The bulk of the book focuses on preparing for jobs in

academia, but it also provides information on leaving academia and finding other ways to utilize the

PhD. The book is broken down into ten parts covering everything those looking at the tenure-track

need to know, including types of academic institutions (R1/SLACs/R2/etc.), job market documents,

offer negotiations, grant writing, and how/when/why to leave academia altogether.
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